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Northwestern District Attorney
El izuhaih D. Scheibel said her :
decision had nothing to duwnth
any :nnir_uvers_}r anmunte__rt}-d in
recentmonths, . ¢
By DIANE LEDERMAN
dladamun@repuh com

NORTHAMPTON Lﬂngtlme_.
Northwestern District Mtorney Eliza-
beth D. Scheibel has: ;announced that
she will not rin for re- 1£:L‘t1.0l1 in I\U-.

vember 2010, - = % fd i
of doing this
_E?sbmeune else

“For me, after 30:

wurk, it's time. to;

"then portumty to ervﬁ*ﬂie citizens of -
L‘F elr «dis-

Ter, A
“I her theibest;_}-
as shl: finishes u;1 her

term,| he said. "
" Hel said " his cam-
paign will now focus
on how the criminal
justice system will be!
more accessible and’ . Elizabeth D
responsible_ 0 the Schetbel -
public.

“] promise that my campa: gn will fo
cus on public safety. issues and innova-
tive ideas'to mialte the office of the
district attorney lthe. best in“the com-
monwealth,” he said.

_ 5@11&,11::&1 begau w:;rlung as 4 prose-
‘cutorin 1981}3.:11:1 was appointed as the
dlstrmt ,attﬂrney in May of 1993 by fm~
=me1‘Gﬂv William F, Weld.
*‘**‘S{:heibel has come undet criticism.
“over the past year for some of her
# Emhecuturml decisipns.More than 100
{supporters: of- former University of
‘Massachusetts stiident Jason Vassell
marched on her ‘office in November,
claiming that the decision to charge
him in the stabbing of two men was ra-
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term,” Scheibel said.
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cially biased. Vassell, who is
black, said he was defending
himself against the two white
men who shouted racial slurs

~ at him and attacked him in his

dormitory.

Last month, Judge John A
Apostini criticized the way
Scheibel’s office has handled
the affair that has come to be
known’ as ' “Pottygate,” in
which the DA's office ostensi-
bly convened a grand Jury to
investigate the a]leged theft of
a bat!lmum key from a locked

' office in the Hadléy court-

house where  the "Franklin-
Hampshire Juvenile Court

CCOITVETIES.

" Scheibel said Tuesday after-
noon that her decision had

§  nothing to do with any contro-
- versy encountered in recent
months.

“T had decided three years
ago that this would be my last

She said she wanted to an-
nounce her decision now
provide the opportunity f :
others to prepare forarun.

“This is the first time theré 5
an upen seat in more tha_n 0
years,” she said. i

In her statement, she mte
“I thank the citizens fﬂr
trust they have plaoed in: me
and for the extraordinary ex,
perience they have prcw:de;l,'
tor me. 1 look forward to sfm:,
ing the remainder of my term
as vigorously as I have served
the past sixteen years” | . 11

She said she has no plan‘ﬁ'
for the future at this time, "hlii {

T'm not going to rule out aam.;,rI

thing.”

Hampden County Dﬁ'tn
Attorney William M, Benn& :
who told voters when 'firs
elected in 1990 that he planneg
to serve only two terms, hag
said he will not decide unﬁ
later this year if he will seek s
fifth, four-year term. '
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