Justice for Jason Activist Tool Kit
The campaign to get the charges against Jason Vassell dropped relies on students, community members and grassroots support. Our campaign is funded, organized and made possible entirely by the activity of concerned community members. In a speech Frederick Douglas gave in New York in 1857 he said, “If there is no struggle there is no progress. Those who profess to favor freedom and yet deprecate agitation are men who want crops without plowing up the ground; they want rain without thunder and lightning. They want the ocean without the awful roar of its many waters.” This couldn’t be truer today. The racist charges against Jason won’t be dropped without the active participation, struggle and protest of our respective communities. Without an organized movement, like we saw against the racist prosecution of the Jena 6, Jason could face up to 30 years in prison. Our movement, our campaign relies on YOUR initiative and activity! 

How You Can Help
Inform yourself about Jason’s case! Read Jason’s defense lawyers’ Motion to Dismiss the Charges; it’s a detailed account of the night in which Jason was the victim of a hate crime, the UMass Police Department (UMPD) and the DA Office’s racist response to the crime. Luke Ryan and David Hoose, Jason’s defense lawyers, make the case that Jason is being selectively prosecuted by the DA’s office based on his race. Read the Frequently Asked Questions portion of www.justiceforjason.org and the Justice for Jason Committee’s Founding Statement. Familiarize yourself with the details of Jason’s prosecution. Knowledge is power and only our power can free Jason. 

Sign the Petition and Get everyone you know to Sign it! 
Bringing the justice for Jason petition to your work, school, religious or social function can help spread awareness about Jason’s case. Using petitions in your community can help spark conversations and help you develop a network of people around you who might want to get more involved in the Justice for Jason campaign.

Set up a Table
Is there a local shopping district or square in your community with a lot of foot traffic? Do you attend a school where there is a busy walk way? Set up a table during a busy time with information about Jason’s case. Tabling is good way to spread the word about Jason’s case, raise funds and get contact information for people who want to get more involved in the campaign. Tabling is one of the best ways of getting active solidarity and participation from the community you live. Print out leaflets, pamphlets and petitions from the Justice for Jason website for the table to distribute among community members. Bring a notebook with a pen or pencil to gather the names, phone numbers and or e-mail address of community members who’d like to get more information about the campaign or get more involved in the campaign. Bring an empty cup or can to collect donations to help fund photocopies and other expenses, including Jason's legal defense. 

Call Northwestern DA Elizabeth Scheibel
One very palpable way of expressing your outrage to the selective prosecution of Jason is to call Northwestern DA Elizabeth Scheibel's office, and tell them why you think the charges against Jason should be dropped. 

The phone number for the office of Northwestern District Attorney Elizabeth Scheibel is (413) 586-9225. The office is open from 8am-5pm. 

If you are unable to reach via phone, please either send an e-mail or fax demanding that the charges against Jason Vassell be dropped and informing the DA that you are watching her actions. 

FAX: (413) 584-3635

elizabeth.d.scheibel@state.ma.us
You are welcome to call anytime. We respectfully ask that your calls be respectful in tone.

Write a Letter to the Editor of your Local Paper
Many people have heard about Jason's case and his racist prosecution from the ongoing coverage in the local and national media. Writing a letter to the editor will help inform your community about this horrible miscarriage of justice and will hopefully inspire some community members to read up more about the case on-line and even get involved. It helps to use the Justice for Jason website and other sources online to make sure you’re familiar with the details of the Jason’s case and the Justice for Jason campaign. 

Be Creative and Stay in Touch!
The Justice for Jason Committee has limited resources and only so many active members. There are a number of different tactics and strategies that we haven't thought of or haven’t had the ability to try yet, so be creative! Develop your own ideas and methods of supporting Jason. This could be anything from making an announcement at your union local's next meeting, developing and making bold posters calling out this act of injustice or writing a piece of slam poetry about racism for a coffee house poetry reading. Just as importantly stay in touch! Keep in touch with other organizers and activists from the Justice for Jason Committee, exchange contact information with other activists and community members. In order to build a large enough movement and wide spread outrage demanding justice for Jason we need to communicate and exchange ideas. 

 
